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“

Our vision is for a state
where all Victorians
protect and enhance
their environment by
their own actions.

Pink Lake is located near Dimboola in the Wimmera region of Victoria, Australia.
The pink colour comes from a pigment secreted by microscopic algae

5

Chair’s foreword –
Keep Victoria Beautiful

Welcome to the Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2019.
OK. Big statement coming up. Get ready to agree because I am not wrong.
TIDY TOWNS – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES is the most loved, most ferociously competitive awards
scheme in the world but especially in rural and regional Victoria.
The competition is extremely adversarial. I remember last year, two chronic over achieving towns,
Beechworth and Horsham were head to head. Horsham were convinced that last year’s hosts,
Beechworth deliberately put their table at the awards night right next to the toilets. The competition
continued right up to the death. Horsham’s “Great Toilet Allegation” has not yet been tested under oath
but it shows you how competitive these towns are. But they failed to notice Dimboola, last year’s winner,
stealing up behind them and winning the prize. Tiny Towns is the awards program where rivalries across
the State are fought. Old champions sometimes reign supreme for decades and sometimes are knocked
off their pedestals. The competition, the antagonism and blood lust is truly biblical in its ferociousness.
Tidy Towns has been rewarding wonderful environmental and community achievements for decades.
This is the 50th year of Keep Victoria Beautiful, and the 37th Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Town –
Sustainable Communities Awards.
Each year, the Tidy Towns program encourages and celebrates the achievements of communities across
the state. Once again it is fantastic to see so many regional Victorians contributing to a cleaner, more
livable state. The awards reward wonderful and inspiring projects.
The entrants include community groups, local councils, schools and others across the state who work
to improve our communities. These projects rely on thousands of dedicated Victorians who care for
Victoria and take action to improve and protect our communities and environment for all of us to enjoy.
The projects celebrated through these awards would not be possible without committed volunteers and
important partnerships established with local councils.
These awards also highlight the proud sense of community shown by everyone involved. All the entrants
in this year’s Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities are the best! I hail their dedication and commitment
to a sustainable, livable future for all Victorians.

Cr Dick Gross AM
Mayor, City of Port Phillip
Chair, Keep Australia Beautiful, Victoria
Lecturer, University of Melbourne
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Mildura
1985
Red Cliffs
1994
1998

Cohuna 1984

Wycheproof 2012

Dimboola
2018
Horsham
1986
1987
2000
2001
2008
2015
2016

Heywood 2004

Seymour 2002
Broadford 1983

MacArthur 1988
Mornington 2011

Portland 1990

Cobden 1999

Hastings
2003
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Winners of the Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Community
of the Year Award

Rutherglen 1996, 2010

Cobram
1991
1993

Wangaratta
2013
Benalla
2005
2006

Beechworth
2009
2014
2017
2019

Eildon 1992

Maffra 1989

Lakes Entrance 1995

Moe 2007
Mirboo North 1997
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Our judges
Whereas other Victorian Awards are judged using a desk-top assessment
method, our Keep Victoria Beautiful Judges meet with all the entrants
and review their projects first hand. Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Awards panel of judges this year were Robbie Rae,
David Moncrieff and Brian Winch.

Robbie Rae

David Moncrieff

Brian Winch

Robbie is KVB’s most experienced
judge, and has been judging
with KVB for the past 20 years.
Robbie completed a Diploma of
Sustainability and is member of
numerous clubs and organisations
in the Violet Town region. Robbie
also volunteers for a large variety of
community groups, helps out at the
local Primary School, is an active
member of the local CFA and is
the local swimming teacher having
taught VicSwim and RobbieSwim
for the past 28 years.

David completed his PHD in
Physics at the University of NSW
and has worked in Research and
Development, telecommunications,
energy efficiency and renewable
energy industries. Now retired, he
is a valuable member of the KVB
judges team. David is interested in
conservation and the environment
and how communities work
together and with local councils
and other agencies to achieve
results. He is an active volunteer
and President of ‘The Friends
of Glenfern Valley Bushlands’
at Upwey. David is also leading
the establishment of a local
Community Bee Farm.

Brian has held environment
management roles including
Secretary for the Clean Air
Society of Australia and New
Zealand, and holds a Bachelor
of Engineering, Bachelor of Arts
and a Post Graduate Diploma of
Environmental Science. When
asked to become a KVB judge
he was extremely honoured and
looks forward to visiting each
year’s entrants. “I love to see the
joy on entrants’ faces as they show
me their prized applications and
explain how they came about”.
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Message from
the CEO

What is the Tidy Towns award event?
A gathering of people that do things so that we can
celebrate all the amazing projects.

I thank everyone – staff, judges, volunteers and all
the wonderful people in Dimboola and surrounds.
They have all worked so hard to bring Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities to life.

A gathering reminds us that there are others out there
that are like us.

I thank all those that join us in this celebration of
people taking action to beautify their part of Victoria.

People that do things are vitally important. These
people have amazing energy and I am in awe of all
of them. They inspire me to do more.

Now I need to go back out there and continue to work
hard to keep Victoria beautiful.

We need to celebrate because we need to stop and
reflect. We must take time off to say congratulations.
To say a heartfelt ‘Thank You’.
Amazing projects remind me that people are endlessly
creative and inspiring. It reminds me to challenge
myself to think differently and lets me discover that
‘I can do that’. We need to share our successes.

Sabina Wills
CEO, Keep Victoria Beautiful

I thank the Victorian Government for understanding the
importance of Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities
and continuing to support this important program of
Keep Victoria Beautiful.

We must take time off
to say congratulations.
To say a heartfelt
“Thank You”
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2018 Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities
Category Award Winners
Tidy Town – Sustainable Community of the Year

Dame Phyllis Frost Award

Rowena Ashley (Korumburra)

Dimboola

Active Schools Award

Clean Beach / Waterways

Mornington Park Primary School and New
Peninsula Men’s Shed, Mount Martha
Bike maintenance and restoration program

Horsham Tidy Towns Committee
The Wimmera River Experience

Community Action and
Leadership (population < 3000)

Dimboola Town Committee Volunteers
Working with the community, for the community, to support
businesses and encourage tourism
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Community Action and Leadership

Community Government
Partnerships

Cultural Heritage

Echuca Neighbourhood House
Echuca Neighbourhood House supports
the community

Surf Coast Shire and community groups
Plastic Wise Policy for events and markets

North Wangaratta Community Group
North Wangaratta Historic Storyboard Trail

Environmental sustainability

Litter Prevention

Protection of the environment

Rye Community House and volunteers
Sustainability Sundays

Mount Buller Mount Stirling Resort Management
Don’t waste Mount Stirling

Northern Grampians Shire Council
Stawell Tyre Intervention Project

Resource Recovery
and Waste Management

Young Leaders

Gift Fund Recipients

Danni Haebich, Dimboola

Rye Community Group Alliance
Coal Creek Community Park and Museum –
Coal Creek Education Team
Mornington Peninsula Shire

(population 3000 and above)

Echuca Regional Health Theatre Department
Recycling, Sustainability and the Little Blue
Towels
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2018 Award Winners
Reflections
Rowena Ashley
2018 Dame Phyllis Frost Award Winner
Rowena is a force of nature. Whether she is in her
element at Regional Presentations at Coal Creek
Community Park and Museum and knows so well all the
exciting projects that have been entered or networking
up a storm at the Tidy Towns dinner. Her enthusiasm
and passion are contagious. I remember her saying
at Horsham Tidy Towns in 2017 when she collected
the Cultural Heritage Awards that after many years of
entering this was her first win. That sums up Rowena –
gritty determination.
Sabina Wills, CEO, Keep Victoria Beautiful
“Winning the 2018 Dame Phyllis Frost Award was a truly
unexpected honour. In our own community the need
to carry on her ethos to reduce litter and waste in our
ever-changing environment is a challenge for us all. I
knew I had big shoes to fill from all the past recipients
whom have all changed their communities for the
better and led by example.
“Whilst Dame Phyllis Frost, in founding Keep Australia
Beautiful to wipe out litter, might potentially be
disappointed by the ongoing use of non-environmental
materials in our society, she would likely be impressed
by the commitment of often small communities, to
preserve and protect their environments.
Proactive actions to reduce litter and impact on our
environment are the key driver to sustaining our
communities for future generations.”
This award has allowed me to highlight the importance
of protecting our own towns and waterways by
promoting the amazing projects delivered each year
by regional towns. Our own community in Korumburra
is now actively engaged in the Boomerang bag project
and is constantly looking for more effective ways to
lessen our impact on the local environment.”
Rowena Ashley
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Danni Haebich, Dimboola
2018 Young Leader Award Winner
I first met Danni when I presented her with a
Finalist Certificate as a Young Leader at the
Regional Presentations in Dimboola. I enjoyed
visiting the high school and hearing about Danni
and all the projects. I am always of the opinion
that every project is a winner. I next met Danni
when I presented her with the Young Leaders
Award at Beechworth Tidy Towns in 2018. She
was very nervous (I saw that close up) but she
spoke so eloquently about volunteering and all
the opportunities that Dimboola has given her.
Of course later that night she was a big part of
the Dimboola winning team! Since then I have
seen the ways that she has grown and developed
including the way that she presented herself to
Gail Langley the National Tidy Town judge. It has
been wonderful to see her become so confident,
congratulations on all her achievements.

“It is such an honour to receive the 2018 Young
Leader Award. It was a pleasure to attend The
Tidy Town Awards night in Beechworth, and to
be amongst so many wonderful people who are
doing great things in their community and being
acknowledged for their hard work.

Sabina Wills, CEO, Keep Victoria Beautiful

Danni Haebich

“Keep Victoria Beautiful is a fabulous
organisation that embodies the important
values of bringing people together to make
changes to improve the livability of their local
communities. I am humbled to receive this
award which further motivates me to pursue
other leadership opportunities in the future. I
will continue to encourage other young people
to do that little bit extra for their community and
give something back so that people can take
pride in their town.”

Danni Haebich (left) and Gail Langley – National Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Judge
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TIDY TOWNS –COMMUNITY
SUSTAINABLE
SUSTAINABLEOF
COMMUNITIES
THE YEAR AWARD
AWARDS 2019

Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Winner 2019

Beechworth
Located in Victoria’s north-east, the town of Beechworth is surrounded
by trees, parklands and historical buildings making it a popular tourist
destination.
Its Tidy Town Committee’s hard work and commitment is exemplary.
Beechworth is dedicated to growing sustainable practices that protect
and enhance Beechworth and the community, and should be extremely
proud of their achievements.
Beechworth has undertaken some exceptional projects including: waste
and recycling in schools; rehabilitation of raptors and other wildlife;
Total Renewable Beechworth; social enterprise initiative to assist Syrian
refugees; installation of a pontoon and the beautification of Lake Sambell;
protection of vegetation in the cemetery; Festival of Change; Student
Environment Day; reclamation of Town Hall pipe organ; events to promote
wellbeing and inclusiveness.
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“

...its Tidy Town
Committee’s hard work
and commitment is
exemplary...
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Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Finalists 2019
Dartmoor
The Dartmoor community entered almost all
of the categories and the projects were of an
extremely high standard. Dartmoor shows
continual improvement through help from the
Progress Association Volunteers who maintain
the inner town area. Some of the activities
undertaken were: maintenance of Fort O’Hare
campsite on the Glenelg River; installation of
smart bins using solar technology to prevent
waste overflow; recycling education in schools
and the community.

Horsham
Located in central Wimmera, Horsham has
an unbroken record of involvement since the
inception of the Tidy Towns Program. Winner
of the Award in 2015 and 2016, Horsham has
a dedicated committee who work all year
round with community groups and Council to
encourage ongoing beautification, recycling
and litter reduction. Amongst its many projects
were: The Patch, a community garden;
restoration of the Wimmera River Frontage;
Burnt Creek Bank stabilization; Sunnyside Park
landscape plan.
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Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Finalists 2019
Violet Town
Violet Town is situated 174 kilometres northeast
of the state capital. It is a quiet, picturesque and
tidy town located on Honeysuckle Creek near
the northern foothills of the Strathbogie Ranges.
Violet town is a small-town punching above its
weight in environmental and community work.
A long-time participant in KVB Tidy Towns, this
year the town proved itself worthy of being a
finalist with a number of projects which included:
the establishment of a memorial garden in
remembrance of the 1969 Southern Aurora rail
disaster; the establishment of a community
museum; community owned power station; the
linking of Recreation and Shadforth Reserves.

Dimboola
Located on the Western Highway 336 km northwest of Melbourne Dimboola is a wheatbelt
service centre located on the Wimmera River. It
is surrounded by agricultural land where wheat,
oats, barley and wool are grown. The winner
of the 2018 Tidy Towns, this year Dimboola
initiated several projects including: Engaging
the Community; Mosaic Welcome Board; clean
up of the Wimmera River; restoration of Ranch/
Billabong, Snape Reserve and the cemetery;
improvements to infrastructure and amenities;
school student involvement with community
service; Lions Club assistance with Shire
recycling services.
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The South West coast of Victoria. Warrnambool.
Australian Pacific coast.
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Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities
Category Award Winners
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Active Schools Award
Winner
Kialla Children’s Centre
Children’s Garden
Kialla Children’s Centre is the only not-forprofit community-based centre in Shepparton
operated by a committee of management
consisting of volunteer parents. The centre is
a 44-place long day care, 80 place four-yearold preschool and three-year-old fun group
service which has up to 300 families accessing
the centre each week. The Centre worked with
Council to acquire additional land at the back of
the Centre to create a community garden that
includes vegie patches, small world gardens, fire
pit, chicken coop, fruit trees, bird feeders and
houses. The project was supported by grants
from Children’s Facilities Capital Program Minor
Infrastructure, GV Community Fund, Junior
Landcare and Growing Gardens. Additionally,
it was supported by generous families and
businesses for craft work, landscaping, trees,
soil and granite fill.

Active Schools Award
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Dimboola Memorial Secondary College
Mosaic Welcome Board
This project commenced as an engagement strategy, as
some students were struggling in mainstream classes. As
local indigenous student, Yasmin Harradine, undertook the
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) course,
this project fitted into the Personal Development Skills
subject outcomes. All DMSC students, the families of
the school’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families,
students from both local primary schools, and members of
the local community were invited to attend the unveiling
day. Yasmin invited guest speakers to talk about the
Aboriginal history of the local area and arranged for a
traditional smoking ceremony.
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Active Schools Award
Finalists

St Joseph’s Primary
School Sorrento

Tallygaroopna
Primary School

St. Joseph’s Primary
School, Beechworth

Creating an Indigenous Sensory,
Edible and Medicinal Garden

Resource Smart School

St. Joseph’s Primary School As seen through the eyes of
two student leaders.

3/4 learning
community, Crib Point

Dartmoor Primary
School

The Sea is my Best Friend

It takes a community to build
a splendid chicken coop!

Kalkee Road
Kindergarten,
Horsham
Bush Kinder

Violet Town
Kindergarten
Sustainable living practices
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Clean Beach/Waterways Award
Winner
Beechworth Rotary Club
Beechworth Rotary Pontoon - Lake Sambell
A Pontoon launched in December 2018 from
Lake Sambell’s boat ramp for the Sandy Beach
swimming area has provided countless hours
of fun for people of all ages over the Christmas
break and school holidays – both locals and
tourists.
The Beechworth Rotary Club project was
funded by the Club, the Beechworth District
and Community Bank – Bendigo Bank – and
Indigo Shire Council with many volunteer hours
invested by club members in the search and safe
design of the pontoon.
It was a huge project for the 15 club members
who put in 350 volunteer hours. The club was
also assisted by Beechworth’s Evan Taylor
who transported the pontoon from the Sydney
manufacturer.

Clean Beach/Waterways Award
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Dimboola Rowing Club
Making the Wimmera River accessible for all users
Experiencing both drought and flood, Dimboola Rowing
Club est. 1882 was struggling to attract new members.
With a small team of dedicated members, the club was
able to build a new team of junior female and male
rowers, acquire a new fleet of regulation boats, clean
up the rowing course and foreshore and bring back the
Dimboola Regatta, attracting hundreds of rowers and
families back to Dimboola.

23

Clean Beach/Waterways Award
Finalists

Indigo Shire and Beechworth Community

Beach Patrol 3280 3284, Warrnambool

Lake Sambell - “Furthering Positive Usage”

Pick Up Sticks

Wimmera CMA

Mt Eliza Plastic Free

Wimmera River Frontage Access Restoration Works

Mount Eliza Beach Patrol and RAW Travel

Dartmoor DELWP
Retreat at the River
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Community Action
& Leadership Award
Winner

(population below 3000)

Dimboola Town Committee
Engaging the Community
The Dimboola Town Committee has strong leadership and
prides itself in motivating volunteers to get things done to
improve the town, which in turn encourages visitors and helps
local businesses to survive.
Some of the activities that the Town Committee organised
through the year are: catering for the HPV (Human Powered
Vehicle event); catering for the A&P Society Annual Show;
organised and catered for the Christmas Carols Evening
event; a working bee to finish the eight kilometre walking
track circling the recreation reserve; planting of several
hundred plants on the nature strips of the new curb and
channelling in Victoria Street; installation of bench seats
along the riverbank.

Community Action
& Leadership Award
Finalists

(population below 3000)

St Macartans Parish Primary
School, Mornington

Campbell’s Forest & District Community
Action Planning Group Inc.

Love Local Market

Campbell’s Forest, Yarraberb & District Community Plan
2018-2028
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Community Action
& Leadership Award
Finalists

Seawinds Boomerang Bags
Bags and Beds for all

(population below 3000)

Southern Aurora Memorial Committee,
Violet Town
50th Commemoration of Southern Aurora Disaster

Dartmoor & District Progress
Association Inc.

Dookie & District Development Forum
Dookie Military Vehicle Rally

The Pride Shows
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Community Action
& Leadership Award
Winner

Dr Trudi Ryan
Festival of Change
Beechworth Festival of Change took place on 1-4 April 2019.
The Festival was a community-driven, not-for-profit
event designed to empower regional communities to take
responsibility for their own futures and drive positive change
towards a fair, just and sustainable world.
The Festival had two key objectives: build change-making
skills and build networks of change-makers.
By focusing on skills and networks, rather than individual
issues, it generated an environment where people working
across the social and environmental sectors could come
together, learn new skills, make connections and generate
ideas and initiatives to create positive change.

(population above 3000)
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Community Action
& Leadership Award
Finalists

(population above 3000)

Horsham Agricultural Society

Rochester Community House

New Year’s Eve by the River

Rochester Community House Supporting the
Community

Horsham Motorcycle Club

Beechworth Health Service
and Community

FIM 2018 Junior World Motocross Championships

Remembering the 2009 Victorian Bushfires
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Winner

Hepburn Shire Community
Z-NET Hepburn Shire
Hepburn Shire ‘Zero Net Emissions Transition’ (Z-NET) is
a collaborative project between community, sustainability
groups, Hepburn Wind, Hepburn Shire Council, industry
experts and various others. The project has used real world,
local data to develop a bottom up emissions baseline for the
shire.
Community ideas for projects and actions to address these
emissions have been developed and implemented, together
with a comprehensive Community Transition Plan to reach
zero net emissions from all sectors within the Shire by 2030.
This Plan is another step in galvanising what has been a
longstanding community led movement for sustainability
within the Hepburn Shire.
Project implementation and expansion is being overseen by
representatives from community, industry and council.
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Indigo Shire and Beechworth
Presenters Day
40th Student Environment
For the first time Beechworth hosted the 40th Student
Environment Day at Baarmutha Park with around 200
students from the Indigo Shire.
Participating schools included Beechworth PS,
Beechworth Montessori School, St. Joseph’s PS
(Beechworth), Wooragee PS, Springhurst PS and Kiewa
Valley PS.
The day was run in conjunction with the Shire and
coordinated by the North East Environment Education
Directory (SEED), a unique North East Victorian initiative,
a partnership between the North East Catchment
Management Authority and the North East Waste and
Resource Recovery Group.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Rainbow Progress Association
The Oasis - Community Hub
A partnership between Regional Arts Victoria and the
Rainbow community saw the historic Rainbow Primary
School reopened and refocussed on the cultural and
artistic heritage of north-west Victoria.
Supported by local organisations including the
Hindmarsh Shire Council, Rainbow Landcare, Rainbow
Lions Club, Rainbow P-12 ‘Hands on Learning’ and
volunteers, the ‘Oasis Project’ refurbished buildings,
landscaped the skate park and initiated an in school
desert garden. Classrooms now feature a live music
room, gymnasium, lending library, artists’ studio and
public meeting rooms.

Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2019
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Tally Men’s Shed volunteers
Tallygaroopna Men’s Shed
Identifying the need to create a place for men to meet and chat, work
on projects to keep their minds and bodies occupied, the Community
Planning committee set about obtaining a grant to support the project.
The new building was finished in August 2018, allowing men to meet
and build useful items from recycled materials and take pride in their
workmanship and contribution.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Horsham Rural City Council
Sunnyside Park Landscape Plan
Sunnyside reserve is a Council reserve with playing field, tennis courts,
playground and member-owned Sunnyside Bowling Club. Council
works with an Advisory Committee comprising of representatives
of sports clubs and community members in the development of
the reserve. In 2018, a landscape master plan was developed to
enhance the facilities increasing diversity of usage and enhancing
neighbourhood appeal. This project epitomises the success of a
community working with Council and state government, developing
a plan suitable to attract state government funding.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Southern Aurora Memorial
Committee (Violet Town)
50th Commemoration of Southern Aurora Disaster
The Southern Aurora Gardens area was established as a
reflective area in tribute to all affected and involved in the
Aurora disaster and aftermath of February 1969.
The overall theme is ‘Helping Hands’ in acknowledgement
of the many ways that people helped each other in
difficult circumstances. In fact, hundreds of people helped
hundreds of people on that day, and days following the train
crash. The project could only be achieved by cooperation
between the community and every level of government.
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Finalists

Hindmarsh Shire and Dimboola
Community

Beechworth Indigo Shire Council,
LG and Community Groups

Development of Dimboola Projects

Battery Storage and Solar Project –
Beechworth Library and Memorial Hall.

Grampians Central West Waste
& Resource Recovery Group

Dartmoor & District Progress
Association Inc.

Creating Can Do Communities

Working Together

Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2019
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Cultural Heritage Award
Winner

Southern Aurora Memorial Committee,
Violet Town
Carriage, Gardens, Interpretive Boards and Exhibition
A disused area beside the Violet Town Railway was transformed into a
wonderful memorial garden - a place of reflection and a reminder of the
Southern Aurora train crash on 7 February 1969.
Intertwined with pathways named to recognise the positive human
attributes on display at the time of the tragedy, an original Southern
Aurora carriage takes pride of place on the site and interpretive boards
tell the story. An exhibition of memorabilia and photographs taken at the
time has grown into an ongoing attraction in the town.
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Cultural Heritage Award
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Beechworth Organ Society

Beechworth Burke Museum
and Precinct

Beechworth Historic Town Hall Organ Project
In July 2018, the Beechworth Organ Society
purchased the historic Town Hall Pipe Organ at a
North Melbourne auction, restoring it to its original
position after an absence of 112 years. The project
was sparked by the discovery in 2008 of an old
photograph by Mark Stephens, President of the
Beechworth Organ Society, and John Maidment,
OAM Chair of the Historic Organ Trust of Australia,
showing the Beechworth Choral Society and organ
in the Town Hall, c1910.

Burke Museum - “Important Mile Stones”
The Burke Museum has reached important
milestones in its ongoing projects. A major
conservation project has been undertaken to
combat the threat of insects to a collection of
South-Eastern Australian Aboriginal objects
housed at the Burke Museum for more than a
century. The museum has become compliant for
disability access with the installation of an access
ramp and entrance. Also, the cash box from the
Ann Jones’ Inn is now on long term loan from
a private owner, reuniting the only two major
objects to survive the siege and fire.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Dookie & District
Development Forum
Dookie Walking Track Signage
Dookie has developed walking trails around the
town over several years and interpretive signs have
recently been installed. The Dookie Rail Trail No.1
offers rolling hills, seasonal crops, wildlife and great
views of the Dookie and Yabba Districts. Behind
Tallis Wine’s is the Rock Correa walking track.
With 11 interpretive signs, this trail offers local
wildlife, Indigenous and early settlement history
and views. Underway is The Dookie Rail Trail No. 2,
being developed with VicTrack and Council for the
western side of the Dookie township.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Violet Town and District
Gallery Museum Inc
Revitalizing History
Four years ago, upon entering Violet Town, you
were greeted by an old derelict building in a
prominent position on the main street. People
power, a community benefactor and lots of
passion have turned the old Op Shop – previously
Peacocks – into a wonderful community asset.
Now a Community Museum managed by a
committee and working groups, the museum
shares important local stories, alongside a Cafe
and Art Gallery bringing much needed life and
vibrancy to the town’s main street.
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Cultural Heritage Award
Finalists
Stuart Harradine
Ranch and Billabong, Dimboola

Nanette Collins and
James Collins
HM Gaol Beechworth Searchable Database

Beechworth Cemetery Trust
Our ANZAC Legacy

Horsham Rural City Council
2018 Remembrance Day Sunset Service
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Cultural Heritage Award
Finalists
Hall Committee
Soldiers Memorial Hall, Tallygaroopna

Landcare / VicTrack
Rail Precinct, Tallygaroopna

The Upper Region Cemetery,
Dimboola
The Upper Region Cemetery Restoration

Dartmoor & District Progress
Association Inc.
Making sure our past lasts
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Environmental
Sustainability Award
Winner

Booth Transport
The Strathmerton Water Treatment Plant
In 2018, Booth Transport commenced an incredibly
ambitious environmental protection project.
The Strathmerton plant is the company’s milk logistics and
distribution hub. Previously, wastewater generated from
washing the milk tanks and storage silos was transported off
site for disposal. Since this upgrade, the Strathmerton plant
is now home to a state-of-the-art water treatment plant
that combines a worm farm (through which the water will
be filtered for dairy proteins to be ingested by worms) and
capacitive deionisation (desalination).
The worm farm is currently in operation, running through
200 kilolitres of wastewater every day. This operation means
that Booth will see a reduction of 3000 tonnes of carbon
emission per year and will add 121,000 kilolitres of recycled
water into the irrigation system each year.
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Environmental
Sustainability Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

The Salvation Army

Violet Town
Community House

The Patch, Horsham
The Patch at the Salvos was formed through
the collaborative efforts of the Salvation Army
Horsham, Horsham Rural City Council and
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority.
Horsham Urban Landcare, WDEA, local preschools and schools, gardening clubs and charity
organisations have since partnered in the Patch.
The Patch’s mission is growing organic food and
a togetherness garden, with the vision to create a
healthy organic and sustainable urban community
garden. This community food hub encourages
urban people to live a more sustainable lifestyle.

Total Renewable Beechworth
Total Renewable Beechworth

A Garden called Mary
A Garden called Mary was created out of a desire
to share the benefit of fresh and healthy food with
the community.
The garden is run by a strong volunteer base. It
has achieved the goal of engaging isolated and
financially stressed community members, as well
as creating a safe, happy and social environment.
It is a place of learning as well as an art and
garden space and has transformed two disused
tennis courts into a recreational area.

Southern Aurora Memorial Committee,
Violet Town
First Community Owned Power System
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Litter Prevention Award
Winner
St Joseph’s Primary School, Crib Point
Waste Management
The student led Sustainability Team at St Joseph’s were
concerned about the school’s waste management system and
decided to find out more by doing bin observations, audits
and talking to teachers and other students.
The result of this audit highlighted all the areas they could
make a difference. They began with a number of projects
including Keep-me-cups at the local café, the collection of
coffee pods, used batteries and the recycling of textas, pens
and twist crayons.
They contacted a company that would recycle bread tags and
create wheelchairs, and next term they will work with a local
company to recycle milk bottle tops, soft drink tops and water
bottle tops to create prosthetic arms. At the end of term 3
they will conduct another audit and bins observation to see
how effective their changes have been.

Litter Prevention Award
Finalists

St Peters Lutheran School,
Dimboola
Christian Studies focus on community service

Plasticwise Beechworth
Envision Helping Hand
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Litter Prevention Award
Finalists

Beach Patrol 3280 3284,
Warrnambool

Glenelg Shire Council
Smart Bins at Dartmoor

Pick Up Sticks

Tally Mens Shed volunteers,
Tallygaroopna

Wimmera CMA
Horsham Fishing Comp Participant Online Portal

Cans for Cash

The Peninsula’s Last Straw, Rye

Dookie & District Development Forum

The Peninsula’s Last Straw

Dookie DrumMuster
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Protection of the
Environment Award
Winner
Honeysuckle Recreation
Environment Project
Linking the Recreation and Shadforth Reserves
The revegetation of the Violet Town Recreation Reserve
Honeysuckle Creek area has been the focus of the
Honeysuckle Recreation Environment Project (HREP) for
the past 15 years. HREP’s long-term aim is to restore as much
native habitat as possible in order to help the native animals,
particularly the endangered phascogales, squirrel gliders and
Grey Crowned Babblers, to survive and thrive.
Over the past two years, HREP has extended its project to
include the development of wildlife corridors through the two
residential blocks that separate the Recreation Reserve from
the large Shadforth Reserve to the town’s north.
The group has embarked on a series of Gardens for Wildlife
community sessions to encourage and guide the residents
of that area and all Violet Town residents with information
to help them redevelop their gardens into wildlife friendly
environments.
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Protection of the
Environment Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Beechworth Urban Landcare
& Sustainability
Beechworth Cemetery - Threatened Species Project
Founded in 1857, the Beechworth General Cemeteries
environment has suffered from pest rabbits since their
introduction in c1873. Fencing has previously been
erected but never a continuous rabbit exclusion netting
fence around the perimeter.
The Cemeteries native vegetation includes threatened
species and the project brief aimed for the most
environmental improvement for native threatened
plant species providing the most benefit for the
community. Cooperative partnerships, including
historical preservation, community engagement,
education through signage, public events and awareness
of ‘Beechworthian’ Dame Jean McNamara have
contributed.

Snape Reserve Trust
for Nature Committee
of Management,
Dimboola

Beechworth
Correctional Centre

Wimmera CMA

The Raptors (Animal Rehabilitation
Program)

Wimmera River/ Burnt Creek Bank
Stabilisation Works

2018-2019 Improvement and
Management of Reserve
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Resource Recovery
& Waste Management Award
Winner

Seawinds Boomerang Bags, Capel Sound
Uniforms 4U
Seawinds Boomerang Bags have partnered with Uniforms 4U, helping
to repair or alter donated school uniforms to families in need around the
peninsula.
During the last year, the group have helped hundreds of families to clothe
their children. They repaired hems and zips; washed donated clothing and
raised money from the sale of bags to buy school shoes.
The group strongly feels that every child deserves a school uniform that
fits and is like new, good strong shoes and a warm coat in winter.
The group holds uniform swaps every school holiday, and are available
mid-term when needed.
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Resource Recovery
& Waste Management Award
Finalists

Hindmarsh Shire /
Lions Club

Quercus Beechworth

Beechworth Bakery

Beechworth Repair Cafe

Bread Beer a “Rescue” Success

Dimboola Transfer Station /
Lions depot

Photo courtesy of The Wimmera Mail-Times.

St Brigid’s College,
Horsham

Horsham Boomerang
Bags

Dartmoor & District
Progress Association Inc.

The Little Mermaid

Wildlife Pouches

Recycling Education

Southern Aurora
Memorial Committee,
Violet Town
Restoration of an original Southern
Aurora Carriage
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Young Leaders Award
Winner

(under 25)

Tom Dunn
Tom Dunn is a young Australian Adventurer/
Advocate.
At just 23 years, Tom is already a record setting,
ultra-endurance athlete who has raised over
$100,000 for charity through his trips. By pushing
himself to surpass his own and others’ expectations,
Tom has created and promotes the message that
“Anyone can do anything, if given the opportunity”.

Photo courtesy of The Wimmera Mail-Times.

Tom has also created a brand of “Advocacy
through Adventure” and promotes and encourages
others within the community who take on similar
philanthropic efforts.
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Young Leaders Award
Finalists

(under 25)

HIGHLY COMMENDED

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Cooper Roscouet

Rebecca Albrecht

“Creative Thinking for Social Causes”

Rebekah Albrecht is a shining example of a young
person giving their best and making a difference
in the lives of others. Her achievements include:
the Hindmarsh Shire Youth Council, a Premier’s
Spirit of ANZAC Prize; an Order of Australia
Association, Student Citizenship Award, Dimboola
Youth Citizen of the Year and Dimboola Memorial
Secondary College School Captain.

When in Year 4 Cooper learned about the plight
of Syrian refugees after his class watched an ABC
educational program. He decided he had to do
something to help.
Now in Year 7 at Beechworth Secondary College,
Cooper continues to organise and run activities
and events to raise money for the refugees. The
proceeds are sent to the United Nations Human
Rights Commission (UNHRC) for Syrian refugees.
Cooper is the proud owner of a certificate and
handwritten letter from UNHRC thanking him for
his work. The letter explained that the money he
had raised was put towards installing better lighting
in refugee camps to make it safer for the people
detained there.

Lachlan Schultz
Leads by example

She has participated in a German exchange
program, plays hockey for the Dimboola Hockey
Club, umpires for junior matches and represents
the Wimmera Hockey Association.

Indigo Shire’s Youth LGBTIQ+
Support group
Rainbow Ball
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Dame Phyllis Frost Award
Winner
Gary Aitken
Gary Aitken has been a dedicated member of the
Wimmera River Improvement Committee and has been
instrumental in lobbying Council and other agencies for
works to improve the river environment.
He is a committed volunteer environmentalist
and valued member of the Horsham Tidy Towns
Committee. In 2001, Gary received the Victorian
Government Certificate of Appreciation as part of the
International Year of the Volunteer.
Every Wednesday he leads a band of willing volunteers
who undertake works along the river frontage and
adjoining areas. He is instrumental in lobbying Council
and other agencies for works to improve the river
environment and seeking funding to enable these
works to occur.

Photo courtesy of The Wimmera Mail-Times.

Over the past 20 years Gary has worked to rebuild
and restore the natural heritage of the Wimmera river
whilst being a strong advocate for the protection
and identification of the Indigenous Wimmera River
history. In 2010, Gary was awarded the Horsham Rural
City Council “Citizen of the Year” for his community
involvement.
Congratulations Gary!
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Dame Phyllis Frost
Award Recipients
Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities

Sustainable Cities
2019

Narelle Debenham (Frankson)

2019

Gary Aitken (Horsham)

2018

Not Awarded

2018

Rowena Ashley (Korumburra)

2017

Chris Lunardi (Melton)

2017

Anne Wilson (Beechworth)

2016

Tony Herwerth (Melton)

2016

Josie Jones (Mornington)

2015

John Forrester (Wyndham)

2015

Marion Vorwerk (Mildura)

2014

Bruce West (KABV)

2014

Audrey Hurst (Dimboola)

2013

Linda Bradburn (Melton City Council)

2013

James Douglass (Mooroopna Kiwanis)

2012

Debbie Coffey (Frankston City Council)

2011

Topsy Nevett (Ballarat)

2012 	Margaret Pullen OAM
(Wangaratta Community Pride)
2011

Norm McKinlay (Mornington)

2010 Don Johns OAM (Horsham)
2009 Brian Stahl OAM JP (Hastings)
2008 Wendy Dowling (Dartmoor)
2007 Iris Mannik (Beechworth)
2006 	Chris Thorne (Benalla)
Jan Ballard (Dimboola)
Rae Wilkinson (Orbost)
2005 	Heather Gregg (Poowong)
Scott Holland (Cobram)
Millewa Community Pioneer Forest
& Historical Society (Meringur)
2004 Not Awarded
2003 Bill Brearly (Principal of Seymour Tech School)

2010 Daryl Ackers (Melton)
2009 Paul Prentice (Friends of Merri Creek)
2008 	Lyn Holdsworth
(Friends of Toolern Creek, Melton)
2007 	Eileen Mosden
(Amaroo Neighbourhood Centre, Melton)
2006 	Gill Gordon (Sunshine Bushland Reserve,
Mornington Peninsula)
2005 	Andrew Buultjens
(St Monica’s College, Epping)

Civic Pride
2004 	Alessandro Demaio
(Year 12 Wesley Syndal Campus)

Clean Beaches
2012

Neil Blake (Port Phillip EcoCentre)

2011

Kathleen Hassell (Frankston Foreshore)

2010 Don McTaggart (Warrnambool)
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Keep Victoria Beautiful
Gift Fund Recipient
The Gift Fund was established to encourage and support community groups
to get started with new community projects. Each year KVB awards financial
support to grass roots projects to assist funding their initiatives to deliver
sustainability outcomes, reduce litter and build capacity in local communities.
Congratulations to the recipient of this year’s Gift Fund. We look forward
to seeing your wonderful project come to fruition.

Beach Patrol 3280 3284 City of Warrnambool
Good Will Nurdle Hunting
The Good Will Nurdle Hunting project will raise
awareness and increase volunteer hours to clean
up micro plastics (nurdles) on local beaches.
A nurdle is a small plastic bead about 3-4 mm
in diameter. They are the basic material that all
plastic objects are made from, extruded and
blown into bottles, lids and all manner of items
that we use every day. Nurdles are an insidious
little form of pollution which stick to seaweed
and are easily buried by the tide. They absorb
toxins from the water and appear in the water
column as ‘food’ for sea birds and fish which eat
them.
This project will help to address this issue
and the coastline will be cleaner as it reduces
rubbish at the source. The wildlife and
environment will thrive and become more
of a focal point for the future.
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About Keep
Victoria Beautiful
For 50 years, Keep Victoria Beautiful has been celebrating the actions
taken every day by Victorians across our state. Founded in 1968 by Dame
Phyllis Frost AC, DBE, DSocSC (Hon), KVB has grown from a simple antilitter campaign to encompass activities as diverse as waste reduction,
preserving heritage and culture, saving energy, improving biodiversity
and conserving water.
The Gift Fund
The Gift Fund was established to encourage and support community
groups to get started with new community projects. Each year KVB awards
financial support to grass roots projects to assist funding their initiatives to
deliver sustainability outcomes, reduce litter and build capacity in
local communities.
KVB welcomes financial donations, and those over $2 are tax deductible,
to our community Gift Fund. If you are interested in investing in our
communities, please contact KVB at the details below.
Partnerships
KVB welcomes corporations and other organisations
to make contact and discuss partnership opportunities
that align with our values and projects.
Please contact KVB CEO Sabina Wills on 0428 528 318
to discuss any partnership opportunities.
Membership
To become a member of KVB or for more
information about programs,
please contact us.
Telephone: 0408 528 318
Email: info@kvb.org.au
Twitter: @keepvicbeaut
Facebook: @keepvicbeaut
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How to enter the Awards
It’s easy to enter
Visit kvb.org.au
Click ‘PROGRAMS’ in the navigation bar,
then ‘Tidy Towns’ in the drop down list
Scroll down and click ‘ENTER NOW’

The overall Tidy Towns – Sustainable Community of
the Year will represent Victoria at the Keep Australia
Beautiful Australian Tidy Towns National Awards.
For more information visit our website
at kvb.org.au/contact/

All you need is a 200 word description
of your project and some photos.
Keep Victoria Beautiful judges meet with all the
entrants and review their projects first hand. To assist
with judging, supporting materials such as ‘before and
after’ photos, supporter letters and media clippings
can be shown or given to the judge during their visit.
Judges grade the project on the site visit.

The benefits of entering:
• reward for the work that volunteers deliver

• sharing ideas and programs with others

• promotion of volunteer groups

• an opportunity for local government

• increased community participation and pride

• media interest.

• ownership and responsibility of local environments

These awards are open to communities in regional
areas and anyone can enter including individuals,
community and service groups, council staff, local
youth, school groups etc.

•	promote the good work being carried out in your
community
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