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“

Our vision is for a state
where all Victorians
protect and enhance
their environment by
their own actions.

Beautiful sunset over Great Alpine Road aerial view. Victoria, Australia
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Chair’s foreword –
Keep Victoria Beautiful

Welcome to the Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018.
What is the most loved awards scheme in the known universe?
What are rural and regional Victoria’s most prized environmental awards?
We all know the answer. TIDY TOWNS – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES!!!!!
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities is a much loved and known name in rural and regional Victoria.
It has been rewarding wonderful environmental and community achievements for decades. This is
the 50th year of Keep Victoria Beautiful, and the 36th Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Town – Sustainable
Communities Awards.
Each year, the Tidy Towns program encourages and celebrates the achievements of communities across
the state, and once again it is fantastic to see so many regional Victorians contributing to a cleaner, more
liveable state. The awards reward wonderful and inspiring projects.
The entrants include community groups, local councils, schools and others across the state who work
to improve our communities. These projects rely on thousands of dedicated Victorians who care for
Victoria and take action to improve and protect our communities and environment for all of us to enjoy.
The projects celebrated through these awards would not be possible without committed volunteers and
important partnerships established with local councils.
These awards also highlight the proud sense of community shown by everyone involved. All the entrants
in this year’s Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities are the best! I hail their dedication and commitment
to a sustainable, liveable future for all Victorians.

Cr Dick Gross AM
Deputy Mayor, Canal Ward, City of Port Phillip
Chair, Keep Victoria Beautiful
Deputy Chair, Keep Australia Beautiful
Fellow, University of Melbourne
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Mildura
1985
Red Cliffs
1994
1998

Cohuna 1984

Wycheproof 2012
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1986
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Hastings
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Winners of the Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Community
of the Year Award

Rutherglen 1996, 2010

Cobram
1991
1993
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2013
Benalla
2005
2006

Beechworth
2009
2014
2017

Eildon 1992

Maffra 1989

Lakes Entrance 1995

Moe 2007
Mirboo North 1997
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Our judges
Whereas other Victorian awards are judged using a desk-top assessment
method, our Keep Victoria Beautiful judges meet with all the entrants and
review their projects first hand. The Tidy Towns - Sustainable Communities
Awards panel of judges this year are David Moncrieff, Brian Winch,
Ron Williamson and Robbie Rae.

David Moncrieff

Brian Winch

David Moncrieff completed his PhD in Physics at the
University of NSW and has worked in the research and
development, telecommunications, energy efficiency
and renewable energy industries. Now retired, he is
a valuable member of the KVB judges team. David is
impressed by the level of innovation of the various
projects he has judged over the years. He is an active
volunteer and President of ‘The Friends of Glenfern
Valley Bushlands’ at Upwey. David is also leading the
establishment of a local Community Bee arm.

Brian Winch has held environment management
roles including Secretary for the Clean Air Society of
Australia and New Zealand, and, before retiring, was
Executive Officer for the Brian Robinson Foundation.
Brian holds a Bachelor of Engineering, Bachelor of
Arts and is progressing in a Post Graduate Diploma of
Environmental Science. Brian says, “I’m glad to have an
engineering background because some of the entries
are quite technical. I love to see the joy on entrants’
faces as they show me their prized applications and
explain how they came about”.

Ron Williamson

Robbie Rae

Ron Williamson is one of KVB’s senior judges. Ron,
as with all of our judges, is passionate about the
environment. In 1979 Ron made a tree change and
bought a 50-acre property in Woodend. Over time he
changed the vegetative cover of an area that had been
left with little or no natural fauna. Many years later and
with a lot of hard work by Ron, the property today has
numerous native trees on it as well as native shrubs
and flowers.

Robbie Rae is Keep Victoria Beautiful ’s most senior
judge, being involved for the past 20 years. Robbie
completed a Diploma of Sustainability in 2011 at
the National Centre for Sustainability at Swinburne
University. A member of numerous clubs and
organisations in the Violet Town region, Robbie also
volunteers for a large variety of community groups,
helps out at the local primary school, is an active
member of the local Country Fire Authority and is the
local swimming teacher having taught VicSwim and
RobbieSwim for the past 28 years.
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Message from
the CEO
In our 50th year we continue to grow and develop
as an organisation.
Our vision is for all Victorians to continue to keep
Victoria beautiful through their own actions. We work
with Victorians to help them beautify their environment
and communities and also recognise and celebrate the
ongoing contributions that Victorian people make every
day. This includes programs that reduce pollution,
improve our environment and the quality of our lives
and create sustainable communities.
The Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards
highlight the commitment of Victorians across the
state who are contributing to making Victoria a more
beautiful state. We are extremely grateful to the
volunteers who provide countless hours and energy
delivering these important programs. All volunteers
play an extremely valuable role in keeping Victoria
beautiful.
“Regional presentations were amazing. It’s an
honour to hear firsthand about the projects
that are entered into the Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities Awards. If it were up to me all
projects would win”.
I often tell people that I am so fortunate in my job
because every day I get to think of ways to make
Victoria more beautiful. What a job!

In partnership with the University of Melbourne,
we have delivered the Urban Diversity Project funded
by the Myer Foundation. We delivered two urban
biodiversity demonstration sites – one at Northcote
railway station and the other near Ferntree Gully
railway station. We are looking to carry out more
programs to connect people to nature.
Our Stationeers Program, which has been running
for more than 20 years, continues to grow from
strength to strength with over 60 groups across
Victoria. We continue to work closely with our partners
Metro, Public Transport Victoria, V/line and VicTrack.
We have reduced the time it takes for approvals to
get new groups started and look forward to expanding
and continually improving the program.
In partnership with VicRoads, our Adopt a Roadside
program continues to deliver clean roadsides by over
140 groups spanning an amazing 720 kilometres,
which is the same distance as Orbost to Portland.
Let’s all keep dreaming and working on that most
important job of all, keeping Victoria beautiful.

Sabina Wills
CEO, Keep Victoria Beautiful
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2017 Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities
Category Award Winners
Horsham Town Hall
25 November 2017
Tidy Town – Sustainable Community of the Year

Dame Phyllis Frost Award

Active Schools Award

Beechworth. From left to right: Cr Barbara Murdoch , Anne Wilson,
Iris Mannik, Jill Jarvis-Wills

Anne Wilson (Beechworth)

Mildura West Primary School
Sustainability = Taking Action

Clean Beach / Waterways

Mallee Catchment Management Authority
Hattah Lakes

Community Action and
Leadership (population < 3000)

Community Action and Leadership

Dimboola Town Committee
Enhancing Dimboola Community
Liveability

Beechworth Tidy Towns Committee
Social enterprise in schools

(population 3000 and above)

Community Government Partnerships

Cultural Heritage

Dimboola Town Committee
Riverside Holiday Park Dimboola and Street Scapes

Coal Creek Community Park and Museum
Establishment of the Macqueen’s Barber
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Environmental sustainability

Litter Prevention

Horsham Rural City Council
Horsham Urban Landcare

Share the World design studio
Mind your own bin

Protection of the environment

Strathallan Family Landcare
Creating a haven for Squirrel Gliders

Resource Recovery
and Waste Management

Grampians Central West Waste
and Resource Recovery Group
Recycling after a bumper harvest

Young Leaders

Alethea Gulvin (nee Sedgman)
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2017 Award Winners
Reflections
This year, Keep Victoria Beautiful CEO Sabina Wills interviewed
previous Tidy Town – Sustainable Communites Award winners to find
out what winning meant to them.

Left to right: Sabina Wills, Iris Mannik, Cr Barbara Murdoch, Indigo Shire’s CEO Trevor Ierino

Beechworth
2017 Tidy Towns – Sustainable Community of the Year
Sabina Wills, CEO of Keep Victoria Beautiful met with
Indigo Shire’s CEO Trevor Ierino, Councillor Barbara
Murdoch and Iris Mannik to talk about what winning
meant to Beechworth. Winning the 2017 Tidy Town
Award has been a fabulous acknowledgement of all
the outstanding work of the Tidy Town Committee,
the Shire and all the volunteers across the community.
Projects throughout Beechworth focused on the
environment, schools, young people and tourism
which brings economic and social benefits.
Local community powerhouse and Tidy Town
Committee member, Iris Mannik, said they initially got
involved with Tidy Towns in the early 1990s because
they were looking for a way to tell the rest of their
community and others more broadly about all of the
work and volunteer projects.
“But mostly it’s because we are so proud of our
community and volunteers. The awards are the
opportunity to showcase our community and it’s a way
of saying, ‘Hey guys, pat yourself on the back, and the
rest of Victoria thanks you!’, said Iris. It’s all about the
volunteers and community groups. They see a problem
and just get out and tackle it, often in very inventive
ways! It’s not just about the town being tidy, the awards
are more broadly about community sustainability.
The award recognises all of the finalists as a collective”.

“Your project may not be a finalist but being a Tidy
Town – Sustainable Communities Awards finalist
means that all the projects, even those that aren’t
finalists in their category, are contributing to the
overall town award. The overall award…which is
beyond the individual categories.”
CEO Trevor Ierino has seen the value the awards
brought to the town and the community.
“I love the way that the community in Beechworth
really love and are so passionate about the town.
People see something that needs doing and just get out
there and make it happen. I’ve never seen a place that’s
so active! I think that the Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities Awards create an opportunity and an
outlet to give people a sense of purpose for the things
they want to do anyway”, said Trevor.
Councillor Barbara Murdoch thought the awards
were a great way to recognise projects that might not
otherwise be brought to the community’s attention.
“It’s fantastic to see what our local volunteers are
doing. Sometimes we may not be aware there
are volunteer groups out there and Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Awards and Keep Victoria
Beautiful make us think about what is happening.
It’s a really good program and we get a lot out of it”,
said Barbara.
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Anne Wilson
2017 Dame Phyllis Frost Award Winner
Affectionately known as ‘Beechworth’s lucky charm’ by Beechworth’s Tidy Town
community, Anne Wilson has been involved in countless projects and committees
since 2007, including the Lake Sambell Committee of Management, Plastic Wise
Indigo Shire, Friends of the Burke Museum Committee, the Shire’s Heritage
Advisory Committee and the Beechworth Boomerang Bags Committee.
“Personally I was honoured to win the 2017 Dame Phyllis Frost Award
and carry on her legacy to reduce litter and waste in our own community
and the wider environment. It’s a very special acknowledgement”.
“Dame Phyllis started Keep Australia Beautiful to wipe out litter and would be very
unhappy about all the plastic litter in particular. I am passionate about Boomerang
Bags and the message of bringing your own bags so that we don’t have to use plastic
anymore. There is an amazing number of people doing an amazing amount of work to
get rid of plastic and to stop it getting into waterways. The Boomerang Bag movement
has just exploded.

Anne Wilson

“As I’m getting closer to retirement I know I will continue my volunteering and Dame
Phyllis’s legacy. I can see that volunteering will replace the social and mental benefits
I currently get from my work and keep me active in my retirement. I encourage
everyone to think about volunteering.”

Alethea Gulvin
2017 Young Leader Award Winner
“I was humbled to be nominated and then actually winning the
Young Leader Award was a very proud moment as it meant people
recognised my efforts to make a positive difference within my
community. I believe that I continue to keep Victoria beautiful by
spreading the message of leadership and positive change through
personal growth. I also try to be a role model to those that I encounter.”
“I think it is important for young people to have their voices heard and I
believe that Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities provides a platform to
do this. It’s important that we encourage young leaders, starting at school,
through recognising their contributions. This enables peers to look on
proudly and nominate the young person they notice making a difference.
In turn, this builds a more grateful community to be a part of.

Alethea Gulvin (nee Sedgman)

“I see the benefits of Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities as an
incentive for our community. We all strive to do our best as stewards of our
earth and community and we need to be more proactive in making change
happen for the betterment of future generations. Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities enables a community to come together and strengthen
its resolve to make a difference. I love that it epitomises people working
together for a greater good!”, said Alethea.
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The view from Huggins Lookout early on a cool
Autumn morning in Bright, Victoria, Australia
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Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities
Category Award Winners
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Active Schools Award
Winner

Mornington Park Primary School and
New Peninsula Men’s Shed, Mount Martha
Bike Maintenance and Restoration Program
Mornington Park Primary School,
situated in Mornington North, is a small
government school of 260 students
ranging from prep to year 6. For the
past three years the school has run the
VicRoads bike education program in third
and fourth terms. This program teaches
students how to maintain and restore the
70 bikes owned and used by the school.

Mornington Park Primary School is
actively committed to cycling safety
and education and annually support
the National Ride to School Program.
Consequently, with assistance from the
New Peninsula Men’s Shed, the school has
seen an increased participation in children
riding and walking to school.
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Active Schools Award
Finalists

Wooragee Primary School

Dartmoor Primary School

Wooragee Environmental Education Hub

Sustainability: Health, Friendships and the Environment

St Brigid’s College

Mount Eliza Secondary College
Steiner Stream

Restoration of Kurrajong Lodge community garden

Tummies Do The Talking

Dimboola Memorial Secondary
College

Beth Martin and Students
Lindenow Primary School’s War on Waste

Connecting the Students and the College with
the community
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018
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Clean Beach/Waterways Award
Winner

Horsham Tidy Towns Committee
The Wimmera River Experience
The Wimmera River is Horsham’s main
natural feature, but also presents a barrier
within the town. Until 2017, Horsham
only had one bridge across the river, with
population growth mostly occurring south
of the river - due to poor connections to
the CBD, schools and other services. The
ANZAC Centenary pedestrian/cycling
Bridge was completed in 2017, providing
a second link between the two banks
and helping activate the river to enhance
“The Wimmera River Experience”.

The Experience includes many organised
and informal activities and programs. The
Wimmera River Improvement Committee,
a group of like-minded and generally
retired people, strive to enhance the
natural beauty of the Wimmera River and
improve its accessibility for the wider
community to enjoy.
The group has successfully completed
many river-focused projects over a long
period, including the Weir Park picnic
shelters, tree plantings, developing
walking tracks, rubbish collection and
storm clean-ups.
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Clean Beach/Waterways Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Dimboola Boat and
Water Ski Club Inc
Protecting our river and enjoying
water skiing
The Dimboola Boat and Water Ski Club Inc
undertook work to redevelop and flood –
proof one side of the picnic bend boat ramp
which the Club built in the early 1970s. The
Club installed a floating pontoon on the
side to enable public access to the river for
fishing, boat launching and to enter a vessel.
Lighting was needed to illuminate the ramp/
car park area and two solar powered light
poles were erected to make launching
vessels safer.

Mornington Peninsula Shire,
South East Water
Addressing the Impact of Septic Tanks
on the Peninsula

Rye Beach Patrol
Clean beaches for a healthy planet
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Community Action & Leadership
Award (population below 3000) Winner

Dimboola Town Committee Volunteers
Working with the community, for the community, to support
businesses and encourage tourism
The Dimboola Town Committee is an enthusiastic and committed group
of volunteers who are willing to roll up their sleeves and get things
done and as such are held in high esteem and are highly respected by
the community. They have fundraising efforts such as raffles and the
locals are very generous in donating prizes and buying tickets as they
know the money goes towards improving the town.
The number projects undertaken in the year are too numerous to list,
however they include work such as installing art work along walking
tracks from the caravan park to the Wimmera river, completion of
walking tracks around the Recreation Reserve, water point installation
skate park and Pickering Gardens, signage for RV camping and bins in
place. The list goes on and this tireless group of volunteers continue to
be of great benefit to Dimboola.
Well done Dimboola Town Committee Volunteers!
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Community Action & Leadership
(population below 3000) Finalists
Red Hill Community Association Inc
Red Hill Reflections

Dartmoor and District Progress Association Inc
Dartmoor’s Community Pride

Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018
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Community Action & Leadership
Award (population above 3000) Winner

Echuca Neighbourhood House
Echuca Neighbourhood House supports the community
Echuca Neighbourhood House (ENH) brings the community
in Echuca together to connect, learn and contribute to their
community through social, educational, recreational and
support activities.
In 2015 the Food is Free initiative started at ENH to
encourage the sharing of excess produce and promote
gardening in public zones. ENH has led the project by
redeveloping their front yard and nature strips with planter
boxes and offering a community garden, providing the
benefits of healthy food as well as the social benefits of
people participating and gardening.
ENH also recognised that they could provide assistance
for the homeless to shower at the local basketball stadium
using toiletries donated by the community. The project has
been expanded with the support of Moama Bowling Club to
offer the homeless an opportunity to wash their clothes and
bedding for free.
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Community Action & Leadership
(population above 3000) Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Food Industry Advisory Board
Mornington Peninsula Food Forum
The 2013 ‘Food Industry Strategy’ identified as a key
objective the establishment of a ‘Food Industry Advisory
Board’ to help deliver on the ground actions to facilitate
capacity and connectivity of the region’s food industry.
The project’s aim is to facilitate collaborative learning,
networking and problem solving for food businesses on
the Mornington Peninsula. The key outcome of the forum
is developing a Mornington Peninsula food network for
ongoing collaboration, sharing and support.

Horsham Country Music Festival
Committee, Horsham Rural City Council

Coal Creek Masonic Lodge
Saving Kilcunda Road State School No. 3337

Horsham Country Music Festival

Coal Creek Community
Park & Museum volunteers
and staff

Share The Word
Design Studio

Rosebud Boomerang Bags
Rosebud Boomerang Bags

The Only Butt

Restoration of Poowong National
Bank Building
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Winner

Surf Coast Shire and community groups
Plastic Wise Policy for events and markets
Along with a number of active community groups,
the Surf Coast Shire Council coordinates a volunteer
Environment and Rural Advisory Panel that informs
a range of programs, projects and strategies. The
Panel recommended that Council adopt a plastic wise
approach to reduce or eliminate the impacts of plastics
and pollution on the natural environment.

A key action was the development of a Plastic Wise
Policy for events and markets held on Council owned/
managed land. The policy and support Plastic Wise
Program were introduced in April 2016. Management
and partnership community groups have been vital in
leading action and supporting the Plastic Wise Policy
and Program. Implementation of the Plastic Wise
Policy has resulted in reduced waste, reduced costs,
increased participant enjoyment and time savings.
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Mornington Peninsula
Shire Infrastructure Team
Jetty Road Foreshore & Precinct Redevelopment
The Jetty Road Foreshore & Precinct Redevelopment initiative has
rejuvenated Jetty Road, the Rosebud pier precinct and re-connected
the township with the coast. The construction of a regional play space
and pedestrian friendly forecourt plaza at the Rosebud Pier has truly
made Rosebud a ‘destination’ to wider Melbourne that is connecting the
township to the coast.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Rye Seaside Scavenge Committee
Seaside Scavenge Rye
The Rye community and the Mornington Peninsula Shire have together
created an inspiring relationship through the Seaside Scavenge Festival.
The Seaside Scavenge clothes-swap and beach clean-up is a way to
inspire the community to partake in beach clean-up and to assist in
recording the litter found. Litter data is entered into the Australian
Marine Debris Database. The Committee’s vision is to educate, inspire
and celebrate the fun ways we can change our view of consumption,
especially single-use plastics.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Horsham Rural City Council /
Horsham Apex Club 15 / Wimmera CMA /
Wimmera River Improvement Committee
Pump Track
In 2017, Council was approached by the Apex Club to support the
installation of a modular pump track on Apex Island located in the weir
pool section of the Wimmera River, Horsham, that can be used by bike
riders, scooters and skate boarders. This was supported by other groups
including the Wimmera River Improvement Committee which aims to
create opportunities for people of different ages and abilities to access the
natural surrounds.

Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Finalists

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Mornington Peninsula Shire,
Community Development
Faces of Volunteering Campaign
Mornington Peninsula Shire in consultation and partnership with the Volunteering
Involving Organisations network, initiated a promotion campaign to raise the
profile of volunteering, showcase the efforts of volunteers and encourage greater
volunteer participation. The premise of the Faces of Volunteering campaign was to
document and celebrate the diversity of volunteering, build on the sense of local
community and the ‘faces’ within those communities, to capture the motivations,
commitment and skills that volunteers bring to their roles, and to articulate the
sense of fulfillment and connection to community that influences how and why
people choose to volunteer.

Balcombe Estuary Reserves Group
Mount Martha
Great minds think alike – halting sedimentation
of Balcombe Estuary
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Community Government
Partnerships Award
Finalists

Crib Point Community Garden Inc.
Crib Point Community Garden

Green Sync Pty Ltd / Mornington
Peninsula Shire
Sorrento Community Centre Solar and Battery Storage

Beechworth Community Volunteers
L2P Program

Beechworth Wasp Control Action Group
and Beechworth Lions Club
Durga Wasp Stations

Hindmarsh Shire and the Dimboola
Town Committee

Major Road Projects Authority
Echuca Moama Bridge Project

Working together to improve our community
Tidy Towns – Sustainable Communities Awards 2018
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Cultural Heritage Award
Winner

North Wangaratta Community Group
North Wangaratta Historic Storyboard Trail
The North Wangaratta Community Group was launched
on 12 December 2012. This small dedicated group of
15 members is the “driving force” behind the North
Wangaratta Historic Storyboard Trail Project. The
committee sought information from past and present
district families, historical groups and two sporting
clubs who have a long historical connection to North
Wangaratta.

The trail follows the journey of the Bangarang people’s
stories from the beginning of time through to the
region’s early European settlement. It celebrates
and preserves the rich indigenous culture and early
European settlement for residents. Launched on
Australia Day 26 January 2017 the project installed five
Storyboards along the Murray to Mountain Rail Trail
from Reedy Creek to Bowser, a distance of 3 kilometres.
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Cultural Heritage Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Dimboola Victorian Railway
Institute
Saving the Historical Dimboola VRI Hall
The Dimboola Committee of the Victorian Railway
Institute (VRI) was formed in 1936 and in 1940 the
Dimboola VRI hall was built. Over the years the
hall fell into such disrepair that it was due to be
demolished which would have resulted in the loss of a
large part of Dimboola’s railway history. A committee
was formed and through various local groups raised
funds for repairs. Memorabilia was also donated
from locals and is now displayed in the hall. Future
works will include a miniature railway museum and
displaying more of the town’s history.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Mornington and District
Historical Society
125th Anniversary of the 1892 Mornington
Football Club Disaster
The Mornington and District Historical Society was
formed in 1964 and operates from the Old Post Office
Museum. In 2017 its volunteers organised the 125th
Commemoration of the Mornington Football Disaster.
On the 21st May 1892 near Pelican Point, just north of
Mornington, 15 members of the Mornington Football Team
died in one of the worst boating accidents in Victoria’s
history. A monument was built at the corner of Main
Street and the Esplanade, Mornington, in remembrance of
the Mornington Football Club members who died at sea.
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Cultural Heritage Award
Finalists
Dimboola Historical Society
Preservation of local printing technology

Burke Museum, Billson’s Brewery
and volunteers
Cleaning the Beechworth Carriage Collection

Coal Creek Community Park and
Museum staff and volunteers
Kilcunda Road State School No. 3337
“Back to School”

Horsham Genealogy Association,
Historical Society, Cemetery
Trust, Rural City Council and RSL
World War I Memorial
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Cultural Heritage Award
Finalists
Coal Creek Community Park
and Museum Education Team
and Volunteers
Tangible Heritage “Building Our Past”

Echuca Historical Society
volunteers
Saving the Past for the Future

Bayside Christian College /
Melbourne Murals
‘Baxter’ Mural

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Infrastructure Delivery
Destination Rosebud
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Environmental Sustainability
Award Winner
Rye Community House
and volunteers
Sustainability Sundays
Rye’s residents have a strong sense of
community and really care about issues that
matter. Sustainability Sundays started with a
question: What can we do to learn and educate
people on how to protect our environment? Three
activities were born: Boomerang Bags, Crop and
Swap and a Repair Cafe. Sustainable Sundays
run once a month under the one roof at the Rye
Community House. There are many volunteers
helping to make these endeavours a success and
every volunteer cares about the environment,
social aspects and health.

Environmental Sustainability
Award Finalist
Jade and Charlie Showers
Black Barn Farm
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Litter Prevention Award
Winner

Mount Buller Mount Stirling Resort Management
Don’t Waste Mount Stirling
Located approximately 250 kilometres northeast
of Melbourne and of high ecological value,
Mount Stirling is home to many species of flora
and fauna that inhabit the alpine and sub-alpine
environments. Some of the many school and
outdoor education groups using the remote
camping areas and refuge huts leave their rubbish
instead of taking it with them. The harsh climate
conditions, such as snowfall and high winds,
make it difficult to effectively remove litter.

To tackle this litter issue, an innovative behavior
change program called ‘Don’t Waste Mt Stirling’
used education, infrastructure and good
communication to assist visitors to effectively
remove their waste from remote areas.
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Litter Prevention Award
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Beechworth Plasticwise
The 5 Rs
Plasticwise is a grassroots community-based
movement initiated by the Indigo Shire
and gaining momentum in local towns and
neighbouring communities.
The group’s aim is to support and inspire
communities to be plastic and waste wise
and promote sustainable waste management.
Plasticwise Beechworth’s motto is Refuse,
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot and they work
within the community to manage waste and
eliminate single use plastic.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Department of Justice /
Community Corrections /
Sue and Ron Goudie
Litter Management in Horsham
The Department of Justice undertake
litter collections every week in Horsham.
Horsham Community Correctional Services,
Department of Justice and Regulation
supports nonprofit groups in the Horsham
district by providing labour. Sue and Ron
Goudie live near the Wimmera River
in Horsham and have been involved in
many environmental activities, not only
for enhancement of the Wimmera River
environment, but wider initiatives including
the Grampians to Little Desert Biolink for
native species over many years.
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Litter Prevention Award
Finalists

Moira Shire Council

Phillip Island Nature Parks volunteers

Wide Mouth Recycle Bin

Turn the Tide

Vivid Work Crew

Grampians Central West
Waste and Resource Recovery Group

Vivid Work Crew Are Keeping Echuca Beautiful

#Be a Litter Super Hero

Mornington Peninsula Shire, Mornington Park
Primary School and Kindergarten, Secondary
College, Special Development School
Integrated Graffiti Prevention Program and Place
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Protection of the Environment
Award Winner
Northern Grampians Shire Council
Stawell Tyre Intervention Project
The motorway tyres business that operated
in Stawell until August 2008, left a substantial
stockpile of tyres, which was assessed to be the
second highest tyre stockpile risk in Victoria.
The unrestricted access to the site resulted in
considerable illegal dumping.
The site is near a water course which leads to a
creek system and ultimately into Lake Lonsdale.
Council, the Environment Protection Authority,
the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning, the Country Fire Authority,
Emergency Management Victoria and the
Department of Health and Human Services all
worked together to take control of the site and
remove all of the tyres.

Protection of the Environment
Highly Commended
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Mornington Peninsula Infrastructure Team
Eastern Sister Footpath and Rock Seawall, Sorrento
Located in Sorrento are two headlands called the Eastern Sister and the
Western Sister. These contain the First Settlement Site and significant
Aboriginal heritage. Pedestrian access around the Eastern Sister linking
Cameron’s Bight and Sullivan Bay was difficult and only possible during low
tides. Council designed a footpath and rock seawall along the Point Phillip
shoreline around the Eastern Sister, connecting Sullivan Bay to Camerons
Bight. The construction of the footpath and rock seawall was completed in
2017 and provides protection of the Eastern Sister headland from the waves
and tides of the Bay.
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Protection of the Environment
Finalists

Horsham Community Groups

Mornington Peninsula Shire

Fishing in the Wimmera River

Browns Road Fauna Culverts

Main Creek Landcare Group

McCrae Homestead Coastal Group

Removal of Verge Weeds Meakins Road, Flinders

Protection of native flora and fauna at McCrae Beach

Mornington Peninsula Shire /
Christopher Lyne

South West Mornington
Peninsula Landcare

Tassells Cove

Protect and Connect: Peninsula Gardens Bushland Reserve
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Resource Recovery
& Waste Management Award
Winner

Echuca Regional Health Theatre Department
Recycling, Sustainability and the Little Blue Towels
Victoria’s public hospital sector alone produces waste equivalent to
200,000 households and spends about $10 million annually disposing of
this waste. Dedicated theatre staff at Echuca Regional Health are ‘cleaning
up’ an industry that has more recently become very disposable. A waste
audit in 2016 revealed that 50 per cent of the clinical waste bin’s contents,
and was not actually clinical waste.
Members of the ‘Little Blue Towels’ movement developed a recycling
system for sterile cotton towels. They are taken to a local laundry, washed,
ironed and then packaged and sold. The costs associated with clinical
waste removal is ten times more than general waste due to the incineration
or chemical treatment process required before depositing into landfill.
The Green Team at Echuca Regional Health have set out to challenge an
industry trend towards ineffective recycling, excessive packaging and
single-use plastics.
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Resource Recovery
& Waste Management Award
Finalists

Dimboola Lions Club

Bass Coast Shire

Recycling to keep our Town Tidy

Organics Bin Education

Rotary Club of Beechworth and
Beechworth Boomerang Bags

Share The Word Design Studio
Mind your own bin

Rotary, Donations in Kind

Northern Grampians Shire Council

Seawinds – Capel Sound Boomerang Bags

Stawell Tyre Resource Recovery Project

I choose to reuse
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Young Leaders Award (under 25)
Winner
Danni Haebich
Dimboola
Danni is an amazing 17-year-old student at Dimboola Memorial
Secondary College studying her VCE. She had shown her
leadership early on at primary school when she was elected
school captain in 2012 and Form captain and Student
Representatives Council representative from 2013 to 2016.
In 2017 and 2018 Danni was a member and representative of
the Hindmarsh Youth Council where she had been involved in
creating the Hindmarsh Youth Strategy which identified needs
for youth throughout the Shire.
Danni had worked for four years with meals on wheels as a
volunteer and is also a member of the Kwong Lee Dow Young
Scholar Program at the University of Melbourne. Danni has
contributed a great deal to her community by getting involved
with youth events and sports in the community and this was
recognised by the community by awarding her the Dimboola
Youth of the Year in the Australia Day Awards 2018.
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Young Leaders Award (under 25)
Finalists
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Andrew Harrison
Horsham
Andrew grew up locally and has become a role model
for other young Indigenous members of our community
having started a Koori youth group. He is on the
Victorian Koori Youth Council as an executive member
and is an advocate for 12-25 year olds in the Indigenous
community.
Andrew shares his skills in the wider Indigenous
community and was part of the reason that Goolum
Goolum created the ‘Ready for Learning’ program that
prepares kids for the school year ahead at all levels.
Late last year he represented Indigenous people from
Australia in Canada at the International Indigenous
Peoples of the world Conference.

Jordyn McAuliffe, Sinead Laing,
Leela Rosser – Beechworth
Secondary School
Be Kind, it’s Free

Moyne Shire Youth Council
Purnim 150th Year Township Celebration
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Dame Phyllis Frost Award
Winner
Rowena Ashley
Rowena has a passion for history, tourism and the local
community and after moving to Korumburra South
Gippsland in 2000 quickly became a volunteer curator
at Coal Creek Community Park and Museum and
subsequently community facility co-ordinator.
Sixteen years later Rowena is still involved in the
community and has contributed greatly by taking on
activities such as setting up a space at the Community
Gallery Coal Creek for local and emerging artists,
visiting exhibitions such as the Anne Frank Amsterdam
Travelling Museum Collection and the Aboriginal
Children from Hermannsburg Exhibition.

Rowena also organised a small Chinese delegation to
Coal Creek to learn more about the coal mining history
in Australia.
Rowena is a wonderful example of how leadership and
guidance of others within and outside their community
can achieve a positive outcome.
Congratulations Rowena!
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Dame Phyllis Frost
Award Recipients
Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Communities

Sustainable Cities
2018

Not Awarded

2018

Rowena Ashley (Korumburra)

2017

Chris Lunardi (Melton)

2017

Anne Wilson (Beechworth)

2016

Tony Herwerth (Melton)

2016

Josie Jones (Mornington)

2015

John Forrester (Wyndham)

2015

Marion Vorwerk (Mildura)

2014

Bruce West (KABV)

2014

Audrey Hurst (Dimboola)

2013

Linda Bradburn (Melton City Council)

2013

James Douglass (Mooroopna Kiwanis)

2012

Debbie Coffey (Frankston City Council)

2011

Topsy Nevett (Ballarat)

2012 	Margaret Pullen OAM
(Wangaratta Community Pride)
2011

Norm McKinlay (Mornington)

2010 Don Johns OAM (Horsham)
2009 Brian Stahl OAM JP (Hastings)
2008 Wendy Dowling (Dartmoor)
2007 Iris Mannik (Beechworth)
2006 	Chris Thorne (Benalla)
Jan Ballard (Dimboola)
Rae Wilkinson (Orbost)
2005 	Heather Gregg (Poowong)
Scott Holland (Cobram)
Millewa Community Pioneer Forest
& Historical Society (Meringur)
2004 Not Awarded
2003 Bill Brearly (Principal of Seymour Tech School)

2010 Daryl Ackers (Melton)
2009 Paul Prentice (Friends of Merri Creek)
2008 	Lyn Holdsworth
(Friends of Toolern Creek, Melton)
2007 	Eileen Mosden
(Amaroo Neighbourhood Centre, Melton)
2006 	Gill Gordon (Sunshine Bushland Reserve,
Mornington Peninsula)
2005 	Andrew Buultjens
(St Monica’s College, Epping)

Civic Pride
2004 	Alessandro Demaio
(Year 12 Wesley Syndal Campus)

Clean Beaches
2012

Neil Blake (Port Phillip EcoCentre)

2011

Kathleen Hassell (Frankston Foreshore)

2010 Don McTaggart (Warrnambool)

TIDY TOWNS –CITY
SUSTAINABLE
SUSTAINABLE
OF THE YEAR
COMMUNITIES
AWARD
AWARDS 2018

Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Winner 2018

Dimboola
The Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Towns –
Sustainable Communities Awards recognise
and celebrate positive actions taken by
communities in regional areas to protect
and enhance their local environments. They
encompass initiatives as diverse as litter
prevention, recycling, protection of the
environment and preserving heritage.
This year’s winner is Dimboola who submitted
entries of an exceptionally high standard.
Dimboola which is situated in the Shire of
Hindmarsh in the Wimmera region of western
Victoria is over 300 kilometres north-west of
Melbourne. The Wimmera is the longest landlocked river in Victoria, but that’s not all that is
impressive.
The Dimboola Town Committee and all their
volunteers have over the past 20 years worked
extremely hard to bring the town from one that
looked very much unloved to one where you
would feel privileged in which to live.

It all began with two people who could see that
their town was being neglected and literally
put their heads on the chopping block to tackle
major makeovers. Some locals thought they
were crazy, others just kept driving past tooting
the car horn, giving a little wave and a smile and
the Shire were left shaking their heads as no one
had ever gone out of their way to improve their
town to this magnitude before.
As time went on more people decided that their
dreams of walking tracks could become a reality,
so working bees became the norm at weekends.
Areas that had never been looked after became
a show piece. Now all Victorians can enjoy
the results of all the hard work undertaken by
Dimboola to protect and enhance their local
environment.
Well done and congratulations to Dimboola!
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“

This year’s winner is
Dimboola who submitted
entries of an exceptionally
high standard.
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Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Finalists 2018
Dartmoor
Glenelg Shire entered in almost all of the
categories and were of an extremely high
standard in this prestigious award. Dartmoor
continues to show positive signs of improvement
through help from the Progress Association
Volunteers who maintain the inner town area
of Dartmoor.
The appreciation and pride shown towards
the environment is quite outstanding and as
a result Dartmoor is a great example of the
Tidy Town vision.

Beechworth
Located in Victoria’s north-east, Beechworth
is an incredible town surrounded by trees,
parklands and historic buildings making it
a popular tourist destination. This year the
dedicated community and volunteers proved
themselves worthy of being a finalist. The town
prides itself on being environmentally active
and is supported by hard working community
groups. Beechworth Tidy Town Committee’s
hard work and commitment is truly outstanding
and the community had entries in nearly every
category of this year’s program and all of the
finalists were of outstanding calibre.

Horsham
Located in central Wimmera, Horsham has
an unbroken record of involvement since the
inception of the Tidy Towns Program. With
a dedicated committee who work all year
round with community groups and Council to
encourage ongoing beautification, recycling and
litter reduction: it is easy to see how they can
achieve so much.
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Tidy Towns – Sustainable
Community of the Year
Finalists 2018
Korumburra
Korumburra is set among the rolling hills on the edge of the
Strzelecki Ranges. The town is a hub of activity and centrally
located to many of South Gippsland’s major tourist attractions,
including the home of Coal Creek Community Park and
Museum. Korumburra is also known as the “Heritage Centre
of South Gippsland”. Korumburra has this year submitted a
superior quality of entries which easily qualified it for finalist
for Tidy Towns – Sustainable Connunity. It also now boasts
winner of the Dame Phyllis Frost Awarded to Rowena Ashley.

Mornington
Mornington known for its “village” atmosphere and beautiful
beaches and wineries, is a popular tourist destination for
all Victorians to visit. As one might expect, such traffic can
result in littering. Mornington has actively undertaken a great
many initiatives to reduce litter through prevention programs,
recycling and to ensure they maintain litter prevention,
recycling, protection of the environment, and environmental
sustainability.

Rosebud
On 2 June 1855, the cargo vessel Rosebud, owned by one
of the colony’s best-known pastoralists Edward Hobson,
was washed over the large sandbars and onto the beach.
It became commonplace to call the area “The Rosebud” in
reference to the ship, which was shortened to “Rosebud” as
the last vestiges of the ship disappeared. Today a dedicated
community and volunteers work hard to maintain its beauty.
The entries for this year’s Awards included some outstanding
initiatives from Rosebud making it a finalist.

Rye
Rye is a seaside resort town, approximately 83 kilometres south
of Melbourne, on the Mornington Peninsula. Its bay beach
is popular with swimmers, anglers and surfers. A number of
dedicated and passionate environmentalists have initiated
programs that have involved local businesses and communities
to act. Through their own actions they have made a difference
to the town.
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Keep Victoria Beautiful
Gift Fund Recipients
The Gift Fund was established to encourage and support community groups
to get started with new community projects. Each year KVB awards financial
support to grass roots projects to assist funding their initiatives to deliver
sustainability outcomes, reduce litter and build capacity in local communities.
Congratulations to all recipients of this year’s Gift Fund. We look forward
to seeing these wonderful projects come to fruition.

Rye Community Group Alliance
Keep Rye Beautiful and Protect Marine Life –
Do the Right Thing
Rye Community Group Alliance (RCGA) committee
representatives is an umbrella group whose purpose is to
undertake actions that will commence an anti-litter strategy
that facilitates visitors and locals taking responsibility for
appropriately disposing of their litter.
Peter Houghton – Rye Business Association, Pauline Powell – Rye Historical
Association, Mechelle Cheers – Chair RCGA, Kerryn Liddell – Rye Community
Centre, Robert Beard – Rye Lions

Coal Creek Community Park
and Museum – Coal Creek
Education Team
“What’s in the Water?”
The Coal Creek Community Park and Museum
(CCCPM) team want to create a database of
collected information to better inform CCCPM on
the health of its waterways which are naturally and
storm water feed.

Mornington Peninsula Shire
The Peninsula Last Straw
The Peninsula’s Last Straw aims to reduce the
amount of straws in our waterways and bays
by working directly with food and drink premises
mitigating the impacts of plastic pollution on
our marine animals. Plastic can be mistaken
for food and also cause entanglement.
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About Keep
Victoria Beautiful
For 50 years, Keep Victoria Beautiful has been celebrating the actions
taken every day by Victorians across our state. Founded in 1968 by Dame
Phyllis Frost AC, DBE, DSocSC (Hon), KVB has grown from a simple antilitter campaign to encompass activities as diverse as waste reduction,
preserving heritage and culture, saving energy, improving biodiversity
and conserving water.
The Gift Fund
The Gift Fund was established to encourage and support community
groups to get started with new community projects. Each year KVB awards
financial support to grass roots projects to assist funding their initiatives to
deliver sustainability outcomes, reduce litter and build capacity in
local communities.
KVB welcomes financial donations, and those over $2 are tax deductible,
to our community Gift Fund. If you are interested in investing in our
communities, please contact KVB at the details below.
Partnerships
KVB welcomes corporations and other organisations
to make contact and discuss partnership opportunities
that align with our values and projects.
Please contact KVB CEO Sabina Wills on 0428 528 318
to discuss any partnership opportunities.
Membership
To become a member of KVB or for more
information about programs,
please contact us.
Telephone: 0408 528 318
Email: info@kvb.org.au
Twitter: @keepvicbeaut
Facebook: @keepvicbeaut
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How to enter the Awards
It’s easy to enter
Visit kvb.org.au
Click ‘PROGRAMS’ in the navigation bar,
then ‘Tidy Towns’ in the drop down list
Scroll down and click ‘ENTER NOW’

The overall Tidy Towns – Sustainable Community of
the Year will represent Victoria at the Keep Australia
Beautiful Australian Tidy Towns National Awards.
For more information visit our website
at kvb.org.au/contact/

All you need is a 200 word description
of your project and some photos.
Keep Victoria Beautiful judges meet with all the
entrants and review their projects first hand. To assist
with judging, supporting materials such as ‘before and
after’ photos, supporter letters and media clippings
can be shown or given to the judge during their visit.
Judges grade the project on the site visit.

The benefits of entering:
• reward for the work that volunteers deliver

• sharing ideas and programs with others

• promotion of volunteer groups

• an opportunity for local government

• increased community participation and pride

• media interest.

• ownership and responsibility of local environments

These awards are open to communities in regional
areas and anyone can enter including individuals,
community and service groups, council staff, local
youth, school groups etc.

•	promote the good work being carried out in your
community
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